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‘Consal General Edgar Badajos(econd from right) exchanges siews
with Christine Sheckler (second from 1eft) and her two acsstaats,
‘With Badajos are Philippine Trade and Investment Commissioner.
in Los Augeles Evic Elnar and Philippine Honorary Consul to San.

Diego, Atey. Audie De Castro.

SANDIEGO - Corsul General
Edgar Badzjos met with M.
Chistine Sheckler, President
of the San Diego World Afairs:
Council (SDWAC), on July 16
and shared with the later the
bright economic prospects of the
Philippines in the post-pandemic
period.

Badajos noted that that the
Philippines has retained its
BBB credit rating from Fitch
Ratings, BAA2 fiom Moody’s
and BBB+ from Japan's Ratne.
and Investment Information (R
& 1) agency despite the strict
quarantine measures put into
place since the beginning of the
pandenic.

He added that the counry
bas been regaining lost ground
and is well on ek towards 3
Vishaped econemic recovery,wih
‘macroeconomic indices poining.
towards an overall improved
invesament climate for 2021.

Badajos likewise shared that
e Philippine Congress recently
enicied 3 law called “Corporate
Recovery and Tax Incentives
for Enterprises (‘CREATE” for
shor) to make doing business
in the Philippines even more
comperitve with the st of the
Soutbeast Asian markets

Sheckler thanked the
mdersigned for the brieing and
assured him that she ll echo
the wealth of information she
bas received 1o the members
of SDWAC whom she further
described as “highly educated
with 2 lot of disposable income.
andplenty of time in theirbands.”

Fouded in 1954, SOWAC &
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Accortng to M. Sheckler,
SDVAC isdeticundto-sducamg
San Diegans on globl s,
Zoreizn palicy. niemationai
welstions, and crose-cultual
opportnies and chllenges.

Rleanwieon e sdtnes o
the Philppne ConleGeneal's
Conultoueach progeatoSan
Diego. Badajosbeldback o-ack
megs wih US Congressman
Seott Peterson representing
Calfomiss 5208 congresion
it and Miyor Alejanira
Soel-Solis o Nanonal Cay in
Son Diego Couny

e Sndcongesionaldismct
of Califomi, which incluces
ot of e San Digo. and
Naonal Gt s bome 1. zze
Filino Amerian populton.
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Badsjos wi accompanied
in e eetnes by Phibppine
Honorary Congi 4 Sn Bigo,
Aoy Auie De Caro.

Southern Califomia Mapua.
Alumni (SCMA)is reachung out
10 the community o nvite Mapua.
alumni with their family and
friends to their Annual Family
Picnic on Saturday, August
7, 2021, from 12:00 noon to
5700 PM at Suzanne Park at
625 Suzanne Road, Walnut,
CA 51789, The gathering will
featue Filipno food, meet and.
ereet among alumni classmates
and riends, family games, and.
membership dive

SCMAisalsoamouncingtheir
community service programs
including their most popular
Mapua and SoCal scholarship
programs, and their Califoria
Engincet-in-Training (EIT)
certfcaton eview class fiee
Mapua ahum, amily an friends
and disadvantiged individuals in
Soutiem Calfomia.

‘Southern Califomia Mapua.
Alumni i 2 egisered S01(c)3)
nonprofitchariable organization
of Mapua Institteof Technology
(MIT) alumni lving in Southen.
Califomia. It was founded in

1577 and s about 120 ifetime:
‘members and over 400 .
large members SCMAadvocates
for mprovement i e trough
good engineeing and tecuical
ducation e carees especially
‘ithn e Flipiocommunty. It
15 2n offcal ahumn scholrship
parver ofnew Mapua Uniersy,
= chapter of the Nationai
‘Assocition of Mapuz Alumni
(NAMA). and s active in the
MapuaWorld organization. It
helps youne professionals in
Southem Caifomi advance in
their carers. SCMA provides
these community services while
fostering camaraderie and
friendshup among Mapuans,
famly and fends.

SCMA invites all Mapua
i 0 oin the orpanizaton.
For more nformazon on SCMA'S
community srvice progtams.
advocacy, membership and
eeneralntormation,please visi
their websie
otz o cal e prsiden, Ross
Papila PE. EE Class 75,21 505)
8966160

IT WAS GREAT to know
here was 2 elebration Lzt week.
that somebow made up for o
years of quiet commemoration
of the Phlippine Independence
Day caused by the smict health
protocols amid the Covid-19
pandemic.

‘The Philippine-American
Friendship Day event of the
National Federation of Filipino
‘American Associaton (NAFFAA)
Greater Los Angeles Region,
led by its chairman and
president Noel Omega, gave the
Filipino community 3 chance
1o showcase Filipino solidarity
with mainsiream America, an
opportunity to get together and
celebrate in person after nearly
w0 years of virmal evens, and
a reason to involve the second
e Fpoos ey

Those who attended the
whole-day event enjoyed
watching Philippine and local
talents perform, young Filipino-
American students dance and
sing, and isento the inspiratioral
s of ity officials, community
leaders and, of coutse, Consul
General Edgix Badajos.

“Today, we celebrate our 75*
diplomatic relationship with
the United States orginally as
Philippine Independence Day.
which is now christened 5
Philippine American Friendsiip
Day. 1 applaud NaFFAA for
spearheading this great
celebraton. It s n enduring 75°
year of friendship and istorcal
e that was forged during World
War I in alleys,steets, valleys,
and jungles that paved the way
for cooperation berween our
0 countries in security, munal

defense, beath, and humanitarian
endeavors, mosdy close cultural
and people 1o people ties. The
4 million Filipino Americans
diaspora in the U.S. enhanced
the Filipino character. We are
celebrating with a sronger voice
i line with our teme “Healing
and Unity.” We must address
Astan and Pacific Hate Crime.
You came here today from other
pans of America. This milestone.
today reflects our unity,” the
Constl General sad.

“The event' theme of “Healing.
and Unity” couldn't have been
more appropriate as we all
prepare o come outof thisdeadly
pandemic that would hopefully
end soon, and star the healing
and recovery process wnited 253
community

We hope we can carry this
“healing and unity” amosphere
all the way 1o the celebraton
of the 124 anniversary of the
proclamation of Philippine
Independence Day on June 12
nextyear.

“The commemoration of the
Philippine Independence Dy is
one of,if not the most mportant
event for us Filipinos bere in
America Itallows us o showease
our culture and heriage, eminds.

Let’s celebrate next year’s PH
Independence Day with a bang!

Community
Corner

By Fernandico Gonong Ji

‘young Filipno-Americans of our
oots and history,and gives s an
opportunity o work together 353
wnited community.

There was 3 time when
Filipinos in different ciies in
Southern California held their
own Independence Day events
0 ugment the big one n he city
of Los Angeles. The Philippine
Independence Day Parade and
Festval in the 19905 was huge,
‘witha parade through LA steets
in'he moming that culminated at
he huge MacAriu Park, where
awhole.day variet program was
beld and booths offered Filipino.
food and producs.

“This event was later on
duplicated by Filipinos in
Carson, where the Philippine
Independence Day Foundstion
®IDF) staged an amnual parade:
and fesuval atthe ciry's Veterans
Park for many years unal hey.
‘were forced o suspend in-person
celebration when the pandemic
set in early last year.

There was 3150 a two-day
Independence Day event,called
“Fiesta Filipiniana.” held at the
Enott's Berry Farm in 1994,
‘where well-mown enterziners
Srom the Philippines and local
‘alents performed he whole day.

Kalayaan Inc., on the other
Band, presented its annual
Independence Day Gala at 2
prestgious boel in the evenine,
where attendees, dressed in

The 2017 Kalayaan Inc. Philippine Independence Day Gala

natve Barong Tagalog and
{emo, lisened fo pesrs and
Pt i need e gt
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ks sound o
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Conteson Temple Ave, where 3
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beld and booths offered Filipino
£ood and goods.

“The more events we hold to
celebrate that momentous even,
the better for the communiy.
For example, aside from the
MacAnhur grand event and laer,
the Carson celebration, Filipinos
n other ctes, such as Glendale
(orzanszed by th then very acive
Filipino Business Association of
Glendale (FBAG), Cernitos, and.
even faraway Claremont, staged.
their own Independence Day
events. And there were sports
events in golf, basketball and
tennis beld to commemorate the
even.

“Tuiseaty Filipino organizations
should stat preparing for asimilar
erandiose celebation of he 124
Philippine Independence Day next
year. We expect PIDF o hold an
even bigger celebration at the
Veterans Park and Kalayaan Ic.
o continue with s Gala in the
evening. We also hope FACLA
or any other organization, Wi
the cooperaton of the Philippine
Consulte General,wil resume the
parade and fesval inLos Angeles.
We lso ack the FBAG leaders
0 revive its own Independence
Day events in Glendale, Cerrios
Leaders, under former Mayor
Mark Pilido and Councilmember
Frank Yokoyama, © revive their
Independence Day event near
City Hall, Claremont community
Leaders, led by former Mayor

Corey Calayeay, t0 resume their
owm evens; West Covina Mayor
Lety Lopez Viado, Siema Madre:
Mayor Rachelle Arizmendi,
Bellfower Councilmember Sonny
‘SantaInes and former Culver City
Mayor Thomas Small st teir
June 12 events in their espective
s

Tdlove tosee te day whenlLos
Angeles can bost an Independence
Day parade asbie andasprestgions
a5 he one beld every year in New
York City, which aracts the
participation of _organizations
From all ver the East Coast.

“There is saill plenty of time
to make up for the o years
lost during the pandemic and
celebrat the 124° and succeeding
Philippine Independence Day
celebrations with  real mpact.

FACLA Independence Day Parade in 2017 on Temple ive.





